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SOME SUGGESTIONS TO STUDENTS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE STUDIES IN 
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

For the help and guidance of readers who are desirous of undertaking the study of 
the Gospel of John according to the outlines given in the Student, some suggestions 
are here given. 

Remarks, i. A brief examination will show ( 1 ) that the material of the Gospel is 
distributed into " Parts," by "Divisions," "Sections," "Paragraphs;" (2) that this 
division is a strictly logical one, that is, one which is in accordance with the thought 
of the writer ; (3) that it differs radically from any mechanical division into " lessons," 
each with the same number of verses; (4) that, for our purpose, viz., to master the 
thought of this book, it is vastly superior to any such mechanical division. 

2. The student will note that in connection with each group of verses, which form a 
" division " or " section," four distinct kinds of treatment are called for, under the 
following heads: (1) The Scripture material; (2) A statement of the thought as a 
whole; (3) Re-examination of the material for more detailed study; (4) Religious 
teaching. What now is he to do in the case of each of these ? 

1. The Scripture Material. 

In this part of the work proceed strictly as follows : 

1. The first reading, with- Revised version. Read carefully in the Revised 

version, without looking at the matter in the Student, one by one the verses 
in the passage cited, e. g. ch. 1 : 1-13.* 

2. The second reading, with Old version. Compare the Old version with the 

Revised version, and note down in a note-book every important variation, t 

3. The third reading, with study of the paraphrase. Read again the verses in 

the Revised version, one by one, comparing with them the paraphrase given in 
the Student, under the heading, " The Scripture Material." Determine with 
care whether this paraphrase is clear and correct, and note down in the note- 
book any change of word or phrase which you think ought to be made. % 

4. The fourth reading, with independent thinking. Go back to the Revised 

version and read again the verses one by one, and, as each verse is read, think ; 
in your thinking answer, without any help derived from your note-book or the 
Student, this question concerning each verse, viz., What does the verse say ? 

* These suggestions are made on the basis of the material given in the January number. 

t In doing this work note: (1) the number of the verse in which the variation occurs; (2) the 
reading of the old version ; (3) the reading of the revised version. Consider no variation as impor- 
tant, unless you can assign a reason for it. 

X Do not be a mere copyist. Make up your mind to improve upon what is given. If you can- 
not pick a flaw in it somewhere, you may well feel that you have not done all that might be done 
in its examination. 
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2. A Statement of the Thought. 

We come now to a higher and more important part of the work ; proceed strictly as 
follows : 

I. The Subject. Compare the subject given, e. g. Tke Word and the World, 
with the verses, and decide whether it is the best which can be found; write in 
the note-book either (i) a wholly different subject which you think is better; 
or (2) the subject there given with modification, or at least (3) the subject there 
given in another form. 
2. The Thought. Having already studied the verses one by one, the student 
is now expected to study the passage as a whole, and to give an entirely new 
and re-arranged statement of the whole ; the following are the steps : 

(1) Without reference to the " studies," think back over the passage and make 
an effort to let your thought take a definite and connected form; 

(2) read the statement there given, and test as carefully as possible each part of 
it, asking yourself whether each sentence summarizes completely the 
corresponding Biblical material ; 

(3) improve the statement, and write out either (a) a wholly different state- 
ment which you think better than the one given, (b) such changes of 
word and phrase as you can suggest, or at least, (c) the same statement 
in language as different as possible, though meaning, perhaps, the same 
thing. 



3. Re- examination of the Material. 

You are now prepared to make a more minute study of certain details of the 
passage in the light of your general knowledge of the whole. Proceed strictly 
as follows : 

1. The various subdivisions. Glance through the material given, and note 

the various kinds presented, e. g. " words and phrases," " connections of 
thought," " literary data," "comparisons," "historical points," "geographical 
points," "manners and customs," and estimate roughly the amount of work to 
be done. 

2. New information. Under these heads you will find, in most cases, new 

information given with, often, one or more verses cited ; study all this care- 
fully, ( 1 ) reading the verse, from which the phrase is taken, in the light of the 
new information obtained, (2) conscientiously looking up every verse cited by 
way of comparison. 

3. Questions. You will also find questions asked and topics suggested, in 

which case you will write out in the note-book the answer to the (expressed or 
implied) question and a brief treatment of the topic. 

4. Review. The last head, each time, is " Review." It is not necessary to 

emphasize the importance of this. If you have done good work, your knowl- 
edge of the passage under consideration is now greater and more accurate than 
it was after the second step (the study of tke thought). It is altogether possible 
that the new light thus obtained may affect the conclusions reached in the first. 
At all events it should be reviewed and tested. In this work (1) consider the 
" paraphrase " once more and make any additional changes in the note-book 
which you think necessary; (2) consider "The Statement of Thought " once 
more, and treat it in the same way. 
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4. The Religious Teaching. 

Here there is room for great difference of opinion. It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that the teaching is not what the writer or speaker might have meant, nor what 
may be found elsewhere in Scripture, but what the writer or speaker in this particular 
case intended to teach. Proceed strictly as follows : 

(1) recall vividly the details of the section ; 

(2) transport yourself to the time and place of the narrative ; 

(3) try to find the great purpose of the narrative ; 

(4) formulate the teaching, and then, but not till then, compare with the state- 
ment given in the Student ; 

(5) now write in the note-book either (a) a wholly different statement of the 
teaching, or (b) modifications, in word or phrase, of the statement here 
given ; or at least (c) the same teaching in different language ; 

(6) note any further applications of the teaching that seem to you important. 



